English 110

Compare and Contrast: A Study in Multiculturalism

Goal: The goal of this paper is twofold: 1) to learn how to write a college level expository compare and contrast paper, in which you show that you can view sources critically and clearly explain the relationships between them, and 2) to expose you to the history, culture, perspectives, and the economic and social struggles written about by minority writers.

Requirements:

4–5 pages

MLA style Works Cited page which does not count toward page requirements

MLA format

MLA in-text citations

Choose two of the following: 


“Learning to Read and Write,” pages 108–113


“The Lonely, Good Company of Books,” pages 114–117


“Graduation,” pages 119–127


“By Any Other Name,” pages 128–133


“Icarus” (handout)

Identify one theme in 1) reading one, 2) reading two, and 3) the movie Smoke Signals, and compare and contrast how the three sources present this theme.

This paper must include:


introduction and conclusion paragraphs, in addition to the body paragraphs


a topic sentence in the introduction that states which issue your paper will be discussing 


and that the method of discussion is comparison and contrast 


the names, genres, and authors of your sources stated somewhere in the introduction.

When writing this paper, look for how the presentation of the issue is similar or different between the sources. Be sure to answer the following question: How does each source deal with the issue? Keep in mind while writing the differing perspectives and experiences of the authors and characters of the texts.

The paper will be evaluated on:

Development: clarity and completeness of topic sentence; variety, relevance, and accuracy of examples from the sources used as support; logic and reasoning of observations; demonstrated understanding of diversity of cultures; demonstrated attention to the assignment’s purpose; adherence to the assignment requirements

Organization: clarity, completeness, and how informative and effective the introduction is; clarity and logic of the organization of ideas and themes in relation to the topic sentence in the body of the paper; smoothness of transitions between sentences and paragraphs; smoothness of integration of any quotations; how appropriate and thorough the conclusion is

Style/Voice: how engaging and appropriate the voice is for an academic compare and contrast paper; how consistent the voice is, including verb tense; variety of word choice; variety and soundness of sentence structure; variety, vividness, and detail of examples

Mechanics: sentence structure; accurate diction; grammatical and mechanical errors

Requirements: paper must meet all the above stated requirements

Rubric
