Developed by Julie Moore, 2004


Major Authors: A Study in Multiculturalism

Research Paper

Purpose: One primary purpose of this paper is to learn about multiculturalism by studying the work(s) of a prominent minority author. In addition, the paper will have you practice your written communication skills. In this way, this paper addresses both the Written Communication and Examining Diversity outcomes.

Assignment: For this assignment, you will select a minority author, study one of this author’s primary texts (poetry, short fiction, essay, film, speech, or play) and then compare or contrast this primary text to one of three things: a social condition related to multiculturalism (racial discrimination, identity issues, etc.), a historical event related to multiculturalism, or another primary text by a minority author in which multiculturalism is central. In this way, you will analyze the multiple histories, cultures, perspectives, contributions and/or struggles of various peoples. In addition, you will complete a Writer’s Memo as a final step to this paper. (See attached.) Specifically, your paper will need to include the following.

· Thesis: Your paper needs to provide a clear, one-sentence thesis statement that identifies three things: It should identify the author of your choice; that author’s work(s) you will discuss in the paper; and the social condition, event, or other primary text by a minority author to which you will compare this person’s work(s). 
· Support: Your paper needs to support your thesis with two different types of support. First, you will use the primary source of your author’s work(s). This could be a play, speech, film, essay, short story, poem, or novel by your author. Then you will also need to use secondary sources that allow you to compare this author’s work to a social condition or event. An alternate secondary source may be another text by another minority author.
· Development: Your paper will need to develop a thorough, significant, and in-depth discussion of your thesis. This can be achieved through two methods. First, each supporting section in your paper should explain how the support given in that section furthers the thesis. This explanation will help you develop your discussion of specific supporting points. Second, you will need to provide enough discussion overall. Usually college-level papers will have a minimum of three supporting points, each developed by a couple of paragraphs of support and discussion.
· Organization: This paper topic lends itself to the comparison/contrast format. That means that you will provide three points of comparison/contrast with 2-3 paragraphs for each point.
· Length: Your paper should to be 5-7 pages in length, typed (12 pt font), double spaced, one inch margins.
· Citations: You need to follow the appropriate documentation guidelines for citing material. Your instructor will specify whether he/she wants you to use MLA, APA, or another format for documentation. This includes parenthetical citations within your paper and a works cited list/bibliography at the end of your paper.

Grading:

· Thesis: Does your paper have a clear and significant thesis that addresses the assignment? Pts = 
· Support: Is the paper supported with a primary source and secondary sources? Is the support accurately used? Does it back up the thesis? Is it integrated into the paragraphs well? Does it comprehensively review the event or social condition that you chose as a focus for your paper?  Pts =

· Analysis: Does your paper discuss the thesis in depth? (For example, does it look at the significance of the social condition or event you chose as a focus? Does it discuss this event or condition comprehensively?) Does your paper discuss the significance of the support? Does the paper show how the support connects to the thesis? Pts =

· Organization:  Is the form chosen appropriate for the content of the paper? Do the body paragraphs connect to your thesis? Are you paragraphs coherent and well developed? Are your introduction and conclusion effective? Do transitions effectively connect ideas? Pts =

· Style/Voice: Is the voice of the paper effective for the purpose of the paper? Are there a wide variety of sentence structures used accurately? Pts =

· Grammar/Mechanics: Have you edited for grammatical and spelling mistakes? Are your in-text citations correct? Pts =

· Works Cited List/Bibliography: Do you have a list at the end of the paper that documents the sources you use in your paper? Is this accurately put together and does it include an entry for each of your sources?
Due Date:

Reflective Writer’s Memo
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With your paper, you will need to include a reflective writer’s memo. The writer’ memo gets you talking and thinking about your own writing process, an act that can help you to develop a consciousness for what still needs work in your writing. This memo will also give the instructor a window into the process you went through to write the paper. This window in turn alerts the instructor to how you feel you have grown as a writer. Writing is a learning process and the writer’s memo shows your understanding of this process.


The writer’s memo should be 1-2 pages in length, typed, and should be stapled to the front of your paper. The memo will be assessed on how specifically you can talk about your writing process, the strengths and weaknesses of your paper when you turn it in, and your awareness of how you have grown as a writer -- or may be trying to grow as a writer. The following are the topics you should address in this memo. Please address these questions in paragraph form.

1. How did you grow as a writer through the process of writing this paper? (For example, did you take on any new challenges in writing this paper? Did you discover any new places you would like to work on in the future? Did you find that this process worked for you or not?)

2. Discuss what you see as the strengths of your paper starting first with content (ideas and information), and then going to style (organization, language, voice, etc.).

3. Discuss what you think are the weaknesses of your paper.

4. Discuss how writing this paper helped you learn something new about a multicultural issue and your own role in multiculturalism.

Assessment Sheet

Directions: Use the following to help you assess the strengths and weaknesses of your paper at this point in the quarter. Remember that many times a problem that occurs in one paper will show up in future papers as well. Therefore, it is important to take note of places that need improvement so you can focus on improving them in the next paper you write. 

	
	“A” Range
	“B” Range
	“C” Range
	“D” Range
	Not Passing

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thesis
	The thesis is clear, imaginative, fully realized, and insightful.

It addresses the assignment.

Pts = 20-18

Pts =  
	Thesis is clear and thoughtful, but may not be as inventive, insightful, or clearly stated as level “A.” It addresses the assignment.

Pts = 17-16

Pts =
	Thesis is generally adequate, but may lack clarity, or may be overly general. May not address assignment.

Pts = 15-14

Pts =
	Thesis is missing or is so vague that it is easily missed.

May not address assignment.

Pts = 13-12


	Lack of thesis.

Pts = 11-0

Pts =

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Support
	A substantial amount of supporting evidence is used. Support extensively backs up the topic sentence of the paragraph and the thesis. It is well integrated into the body of the paper. 

Pts = 20-18

Pts =
	Support is present, but could more fully address the social condition or situation discussed in the paper. Support backs up the topic sentence for each paragraph and the overall thesis. Quotes could be integrated into the paragraphs more effectively. 

Pts = 17-16

Pts = 
	The support is used to discuss only a small part of the social condition or situation addressed in the paper. Some quotes may not back up the thesis or topic sentence for the paragraph. Quotes are not well integrated into paragraphs.

Pts = 15-14

Pts = 
	There is very little support in the paper. The overall argument is not ultimately proven by the support. Inaccurate use of quotes may be present.

Pts = 13-12

Pts =
	No real support used.

Pts = 11-0

Pts =

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Analysis/

Development
	The discussion of the social event or condition is discussed extensively and in-depth.  Analysis of support not only tells what the support means in relation to the thesis, but is insightful and extensive.

Pts = 20-18

Pts =
	The social event or condition is discussed, but there may be some key aspects left unexplored. Analysis connects the support to the thesis, but could go further in depth and significance of interpretation.

Pts = 17-16

Pts =
	The paper focuses on only a small aspect of the social situation or condition. This also means that it focuses on only part of the thesis. There are places where the support is not connected to the thesis. Analysis of support is lacking or is scant.

Pts = 15-14

 
	The paper does little to discuss the significance of the thesis. The support is largely not analyzed in a way that connects it to the thesis.  

Pts = 13-12

Pts =
	No real discussion of the thesis or support throughout the paper.

Pts = 11-0

Pts =

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization
	The organization of the paper fits the paper’s content well. The paper is coherent, meaning the paragraphs clearly connect to one another and to the thesis. Paragraphs are coherent, and include topic sentences, support and analysis. Transitions are highly effective. Creative intro. and conclusion.

Pts = 20-18

Pts =
	Organization of overall paper is apparent, but not overly inventive. Paper is coherent: paragraphs clearly connect to one another and to the thesis. Paragraphs are coherent, but may lack a topic sentence. Adequate transitions. Appropriate, but not overly inventive  intro. and conclusion.
Pts = 17-16

Pts =
	Overall paper lacks organizational structure because it lacks coherence. (One body paragraph not related to the thesis.) Paragraphs lack coherence, topic sentence, and one of the following: support or analysis. Transitions aren’t used to show relationship between ideas. Intro. and conclusion underdeveloped or overly general.
Pts = 15-14


	Organization not apparent. Body paragraphs have no clear connection to the thesis. Paragraphs lack coherence and structure (topic sentence, support, and analysis are not apparent). Intro. or conclusion lacking.

Pts = 13-12

Pts = 
	No thesis causes the paper to have no central idea to relate to. Paragraph structure and coherence lacking. No intro. or conclusion.

Pts = 11-0

Pts =

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Style/Voice
	The paper is written in a voice appropriate to an academic audience (not too informal). The paper addresses the needs of its audience in content (gives enough information and doesn’t assume too much). Full variety of sentence structures used correctly.

Pts = 5

Pts ______
	The paper largely addresses an academic audience, but may slip into an overly informal voice in places. The paper may assume the audience knows more than can be assumed in places. Some variety of sentence structures used correctly.

Pts = 4

Pts ______
	The paper is written in an overly informal voice that is not appropriate for an academic audience. The paper largely assumes the audience is as familiar with the outside source’s content as is the writer of the paper. Sentences are complete, though may lack variety.

Pts = 3

Pts ______
	So many errors in sentence structure interferes with the style of the paper. The paper largely assumes the audience is as familiar with the outside source’s content as is the writer of the paper. 

Pts = 2

Pts ______
	The paper is not written in standard English. The reader is largely unable to understand that paper because of the language used.

Pts = 1

Pts = ______

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics
	Full variety of sentence structures used correctly. Virtually no grammatical punctuation or mechanical errors. (Less than 3.) Works Cited page is attached and is correct.

Pts = 10-9

Pts ______
	Variety of sentence structures used correctly. Infrequent grammatical and mechanical errors. (Less than 5.) Works Cited page is attached but there are a couple of areas that need minor correction.

Pts = 8-7

Pts ______
	Sentences are complete, though may lack variety. Under 7 grammatical and mechanical errors. Works Cited page is attached but there are several areas that need significant correction.

Pts = 6-5

Pts ______
	Sentence boundary problems are present. Under 9 grammatical and mechanical errors. Works Cited page is attached but is largely incorrect.

Pts = 4-3

Pts ______
	Frequent problems in sentence boundaries and grammar (over 10 errors overall.) No Works Cited page is attached.

Pts = 2-0

Pts ______

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writer’s Memo
	Memo addresses each question on the assignment fully and in-depth. Reflections are insightful and show strong critical thinking.

Pts = 5

Pts ______
	Memo addresses most questions on the assignment. Reflection is adequate, but may lack support or development.

Pts = 4

Pts ______
	Memo addresses only some of the questions on the assignment. Reflection is short and lacks support and development.

Pts = 3

Pts ______
	Memo addresses only a couple of questions on the assignment. Reflection is superficial, or unsupported and underdeveloped

Pts = 2

Pts ______
	No writer’s memo attached.

Pts = 0

Pts ______

	
	
	
	
	
	


Grade = 

Comments:
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Other authors in the English 111 text that would work well for this assignment are as follows. There is also a wealth of information in our library about each of these authors.

· Gabriel Garcia Marquez

· Louise Erdrich

· N. Scott Momaday

· Amy Tan

· Alice Walker

