COURSE SYLLABUS


READING IMPROVEMENT


Reading 094


Spring Quarter 2005





Instructor: Loretta Ferguson			Email:	lferguso@greenriver.edu								loretta.ferguson@comcast.net


Office:	HS 47	(HS-A Bldg)			Phone:  253-833-9111 x2700


Office Hours:	9:00-10:00 MWF		Required Text	:  Textcerpts, Gene Wintner


Classroom: RLC 132			


							


	


Course Description


This course is designed to provide you with the opportunity to learn reading strategies and techniques which will improve your reading speed and comprehension.  When you finish this course you should be able to better understand materials read for work, class, or pleasure.  To improve reading comprehension, emphasis will be placed on the identification of main ideas, relevant details, and purpose.  Vocabulary development, reading rate, and study reading will also be addressed.





Textcerpts is the required text for this course.  You are strongly encouraged to purchase an English language dictionary. You will also need a loose leaf notebook or a two-pocket folder for your assignments.  Supplementary classroom materials will be provided by Green River Community College.





Content Specific Learning Outcomes


This course has four primary goals:





To improve your overall comprehension when reading a variety materials.


To provide you with study reading strategies and techniques.


To increase your reading speed and accuracy.


To increase your enjoyment of reading.





You will achieve these goals by demonstrating the following outcomes:





�
1. Previewing and skimming of reading material.


2. Setting reading goals for time and distance.


3. Using word parts (morphemes) to determine word meaning.


4. Using context clues to determine word meaning.


5. Identifying topics, main ideas and


supporting details.


6. Formulating implied main ideas.


7. Recognizing common textbook writing patterns (examples, lists, sequences, comparisons, contrast, and cause/effect).


8. Making inferences or drawing conclusions 


9. Identifying purpose and tone.�



You will demonstrate mastery of the outcomes listed above by:





Maintaining 75% on Textcerpts assignments.


Maintaining 75% on Textcerpts Chapter Quizzes.


Maintaining 75% on Supplemental Reading Skills Application Quizzes.


Maintaining 75% on vocabulary quizzes.


Successfully completing US News assignments, activities, and quizzes.


Cooperating in small and large group activities in an active and collaborative manner.


Increasing your speed while maintaining 80% on the Timed Reading textbooks.


Successfully completing outside book reports. 


Demonstrating use of acquired knowledge and skills.





Campus-wide Learning Outcomes


You will also demonstrate the following campus-wide abilities:





Written Communications


You will:


Demonstrate involvement with reading material by expressing a clear sense of purpose, unity, and focus in your writing.


Demonstrate a clear organization of your thoughts in written form.


Demonstrate well-organized and logical writing with correct grammar and spelling.


Illustrate in your writings the connections between concepts you are reading about and topics discussed in class.


This outcome is demonstrated by completing short writing assignments.





Responsibility


You will:


Demonstrate knowledge of and a willingness to accept stated and agreed upon expectations, policies, behaviors, and procedures.


Demonstrate preparedness for class discussion of assigned readings.


Demonstrate an ability to understand and respond respectfully to perspectives offered by other students.


Share knowledge and opinions with others in small group and class discussions.


This outcome is demonstrated by: 1) regular attendance, 2) active and meaningful participation in class discussions and lecture, 3) completing and handing in assignments in a timely fashion, 4) attitudes and behaviors in the class which will be reflected in the overall class grade.





Critical Thinking


You will:


Recognize and use basic components of effective reasoning to evaluate information.


Provide reasons for the conclusions you reach and share this information in your group discussions and in your written assignments.


Demonstrate active listening and close reading skills.


Connect past learning and experiences with classroom readings.


This outcome is demonstrated by: 1) active and meaningful participation in small group and classroom discussions and assignments, 2) written assignments, and 3) self and class evaluation.





Grading 


You will be evaluated on the quality of your classroom and homework assignments, quizzes, book reports, timed readings, attendance, and class participation.  Occasionally, you will have the opportunity to earn extra credits which will be added to your lowest assignment grade. You will take a reading assessment test at the beginning and end of the quarter.  This assessment will be used as an advising tool to help determine which class you should enroll in next quarter and as a partial measure of your reading improvement.  





The weight of assignments will be as follows:





		Category						Percent of Grade	


	


Textbook and Newsweek assignments; Written Response Essays	20%			


Timed Readings							10%


	Book Reports								30%


	Quizzes and Tests							20%


	Attendance, Participation 						20%			


												


Your percentage grade will be converted to a decimal grade according to the table below.  A grade of Incomplete is not an option.





Grading System:


Table for converting a percentage grade to a decimal grade:





99 - 100 = 4.0	A+	89 = 3.4   B+	83 = 2.8   B	77 = 2.2   C	71 = 1.6   C-	      65 = 1.0   D


97 - 98 = 3.9	A	88 = 3.3   B+	82 = 2.7   B-	76 = 2.1   C	70 = 1.5   C-	      64 = 0.9   D


95 - 96 = 3.8	A	87 = 3.2   B	81 = 2.6   B-	75 = 2.0   C	69 = 1.4   D+	      63 = 0.8   D


93 - 94 = 3.7	A-	86 = 3.1   B	80 = 2.5   B-	74 = 1.9   C	68 = 1.3   D+	      62 = 0.7   D


91 - 92 = 3.6	A-	85 = 3.0   B	79 = 2.4   C+	73 = 1.8   C	67 = 1.2   D	      61 = 0      F


90 = 3.5	A-	84 = 2.9   B	78 = 2.3   C+	72 = 1.7   C-	66 = 1.1   D	      





61% and below--no credit





Classroom Policies


Written Assignments:  All written assignments outside of class (book reports, response writings, etc.) will be typed on standard typing/printer paper.  If possible, use a computer, and always keep a copy on disk or hard drive.  Word-processing will make the revision process easier.  Computer labs are available on campus. 











The format for all typed papers will be:


Times New Roman, Palatino (Linotype), or Tahoma


11 or 12 point font


double-spaced


one-inch margins


All assignments must be neat (i.e. no torn edges, stains, scribbles, etc.) otherwise, points will be deducted.  Unreadable or messy assignments will be returned with a 0 grade. 





Late Assignments:  All assignments are due the following day, unless specified.  If assignments are NOT turned in by the following day, 10 points will be deducted from your grade for each day it is late.  Late assignments will not be accepted after three days and will be given a 0. You cannot complete or turn in a late test once I have returned the tests to the class.  Book reports will not be accepted after the due date.  





Attendance and Punctuality.  I will begin classes immediately at the scheduled time.  Tardy students will be marked absent if they arrive more than ten minutes late.  Poor attendance will affect your grade, and your ability to earn credit for this course.  Unless you make arrangements with me, you will not earn credit for this course if you miss 10 sessions.  You will not be able to make up any group activities that occurred on the day of your absence.  You may be able to make up some test or quizzes that occurred on the day of your absence if you make arrangements with me immediately upon your return to class.  It is your responsibility to find out what assignments or quizzes you may have missed, so that upon your return to class, you will be prepared to hand in your assignments and take any tests you have missed.  Make-up work must be completed by the following day unless otherwise arranged.  


	


	Note: Don’t ever stop attending class without dropping it officially.  If you do not 	officially drop a class, you will receive 0.0 as your final grade.  A "W" (withdraw) will 	not impact your GPA (grade point average) but a 0.0 will lower your GPA substantially.  	You drop a class by contacting Registration and following their instructions.





Children:  Children and babies are not allowed to attend classes with you.  If you must miss a day of class due to childcare difficulties, talk with me about making arrangements to make up any work you may have missed.





Cheating/Plagiarism:  Consequences for cheating range from failing an assignment to failing the course and being reported to the Dean for further consequences.  Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own.  Don’t do it.  Anytime you use someone else’s work or ideas, you must credit that source.  Even it is just a phrase, it must have quotation marks around it and must be acknowledged.  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  I will talk with you, if I suspect plagiarism on any assignment.  If you are found guilty, you will automatically fail that assignment.  For GRCC policy, see the student handbook.





Conduct:  On a college campus, everyone deserves the opportunity to study and learn in a safe environment and to be treated with courtesy and respect.  Therefore, any conduct that is disrespectful, prevents the instructor from teaching, and/or prevents students from learning is prohibited.  If you do not behave in away that is appropriate for maintaining a learning environment, I will ask you to leave the class. If the behavior persists, you will receive a written reprimand which may result in removal from the course or from the college. Cell phones must be turned off during class.  Make all phone calls before you enter the classroom.





Methods of Instruction


Lecture, discussion, drill, and small group work will be the dominant methods of instruction.  Student presentations and guest lectures may also be utilized.





Disabilities Statement


If you believe you qualify for course adaptations or special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is your responsibility to contact the Disabled Students Services Coordinator in the LSC and provide the appropriate documentation.  If you have already documented a disability or other condition that would qualify you for special accommodations, or if you have emergency medical information or special needs I should know about, please notify me during the first week of class.  You can reach me by phone or E-mail.  Or you can schedule an office appointment with me during my office hour or another mutually determined time.  If this location is not convenient for you, we will schedule an alternative place for the meeting.  If you use an alternative medium for communicating, let me know well in advance of the meeting (at least one week) so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged.





�
STUDENT CONTRACT


Reading 094





Please read the following and sign the bottom.





1.  I understand the expectations of this course, and I am responsible for monitoring my own learning.





2.  I understand that I must show respect for everyone in class and can expect the same of others.





3.  I understand that I am responsible for establishing my priorities in order to fulfill the requirements of this course.





4.  I understand that when we are working in small groups, I am responsible to take an active part in advancing the assigned work of the group.  





5.  I understand that if at any time in the quarter I feel unsure about my grade, I may request an assessment from the instructor. 





6.  I understand that it is my responsibility to arrive to class on time.  If I arrive more than ten minutes late, I will be marked absent.  





7.  I understand that homework is due at the beginning of class unless specified.  





8.  I understand that I am in control and responsible for my own learning.





9.  I understand that the course work requires consistent classroom attendance and active participation.





10.  I understand that reading and doing the assignments will prepare me for classroom discussion and better comprehension of the material.





11.  I understand that I will read two books outside of class in preparation for book reports.  The book genres will be determined by the instructor.





12.  I understand to do well on the tests and quizzes, I will need to attend classes, participate in small groups, do assignments, and study.





13.  I understand that no plagiarism will be tolerated in this class and will result in a failing grade for the assignment.  





14.  I understand to call my instructor in the event that I cannot make it to class when something is due or there is a quiz or test.  








____________________________________________________________________________________


Date                                 Print Name                                              Signature
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