GUIDE TO CRITICAL THINKING

I will assess some of your work based on the following elements of critical thinking.  Level 4 reflects mastery of each element, while level 0-.5 reflects non-existent or beginning skills.

	POINTS (
	0-.5
	1-2
	2.5-3.5
	4

	ELEMENTS (
	Non-existent
	Emerging
	Developing
	Strong

	Identifies and discusses the problem or question at issue


	Does not identify issue or identifies an irrelevant issue.
	Identifies a relevant issue but is confused about it, 

misrepresents it, and/or does not discuss it.

.
	Clearly identifies the issue but does not discuss it in enough depth to demonstrate the issue clearly.
	Clearly identifies and thoroughly discusses the issue. 

	Identifies and presents own position on the issue


	Does not identify or present a position on the issue.
	Identifies and presents a position but statement is vague, confused or not clearly related to the question at issue. 


	Clearly identifies and presents a position but does not provide further explanation of the elements of the position or a clear link to the question at issue.


	Clearly identifies and presents a position, and provides further explanation of the position, clearly linking it to the question at issue. 

	Identifies, presents, and assesses supporting data/
evidence

(Addresses 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3)
	Does not identify data/evidence in support of position. 
	Identifies skimpy

data/evidence or data/evidence is unsubstantiated, confused and/or misrepresented or is not clearly relevant to position. 


	Identifies relevant data/ 

evidence but does not develop adequately and/or sources are not presented and/or are not credible.


	Identifies relevant data/

Evidence and develops these well.  Sources are presented and are credible.


	POINTS (
	0-.5
	1-2
	2.5-3.5
	4

	ELEMENTS (
	Non-existent
	Emerging
	Developing
	Strong

	Identifies, explains, and assesses key assumptions

(Addresses 2.4)
	Does not identify key assumptions.
	Identifies one or two assumptions but does not explain or assess them.
	Identifies and explains key assumptions but is confused about their role in the argument.


	Identifies and explains key assumptions and clearly explains each one’s role in the argument.

	Identifies, presents, and considers other salient perspectives and positions on the issue that are important to the analysis

(Addresses 2.4)


	Does not identify another perspective or position.
	Identifies other salient positions but explains them superficially and/or does not respond to them.
	Identifies and explains other salient positions but explanation is not sufficiently developed (including backed up with source(s)) and/or author does not respond to them.
	Clearly identifies and explains other salient positions and backs up explanations with sources; thoroughly responds to each one.

	Identifies and presents important implications or consequences of own position and/or analysis

(Addresses 2.4)


	Does not identify implications or consequence of own position.
	Identifies a few implications or consequences but discusses them superficially.
	Identifies implications and consequences and provides in depth discussion on each one but reflection on own assertions is still biased and subjective. 
	Identifies implications and consequences and provides in depth discussion on each one, showing objective reflection on own assertions.


