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Faculty and ADMINISTRATION

Avis Adams, English, A.A., Green River 
Community College; B.A., University of 
Washington; M.A., Central Washington 
University

Jill Alcorn, Communication Studies, B.A., 
Loyola Marymount University; M.A., California 
State University, Northridge

Keith Alford, Mathematics, B.S., Delta 
State University; M.S., Western Washington 
University

Victor Aquino, English, B.A., Western 
Washington University; M.A., University of New 
Mexico

Heidi Aranda, English as a Second Language, 
B.A., Western Washington University; M.Ed., 
Seattle University

Janet Ash, Engineering, B.S. Cer.E., University 
of Washington; M.S. Cer.E., University of 
Washington

John Avery, English as a Second Language, 
Basic Skills, A.A., Gavilan Community College; 
B.A., Westmont College; M.S.E., University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls; M.A., Portland State 
University

Vivek Bahl, English, B.A., University 
of Michigan; M.A., Ph.D., University of 
Texas-Austin

Bev Baker, Basic Skills, A.A. Green River 
Community College; B.A., Certificate In 
Teaching ESL, University of Washington; M.Ed., 
Seattle University

Sam Ball, Director of Capital Projects, B.S., 
M.Ed., Northeastern University

Edith Bannister, Vice President of Extended 
Learning, B.A., University of The State of New 
York; M.Ed., University of Puget Sound

Ty Barnes, Philosophy, B.A., Southeast 
Missouri State University; M.A., University of 
Kansas

Susan Batchelor, Intensive English as a Second 
Language, B.A., University of Washington; 
M.A., University of Washington

Ronald Bayer, Music, B.A., University of 
Wisconsin-Parkside; M. Mus., University of 
Illinois-Urbana-Champaign

Anita Behrbaum, Physical Education and 
Wellness, B.A., Seattle Pacific University; 
M.A., Pacific Lutheran University

Michael Behrbaum, Physical Education and 
Wellness, B.A., Central Washington University; 
M.A., Pacific Lutheran University

Denise Bennatts, Director of Enrollment 
Services/Registrar, A.A., Green River 
Community College

Vivette Beuster, Intensive English as a 
Second Language, B.A., Rand Afrikaans 
University; B.A.H., University of Western Cape; 
M. Ed., City University; Ph.D., University of 
Surrey

Brenda Bindschatel, Accounting, B.A., 
M.B.A., Eastern Washington University; CPA

Steven Black, Mathematics, A.A., College of 
the Sequoias; B.S., University of California-
Davis; M.S., Oregon State University

Mark Blaisdell, Economics, A.A., Green 
River Community College; B.A., University 
of Washington; M.B.A., Pacific Lutheran 
University, CFP

Robert Brehm, Behavioral Science, B.A., M.A., 
University of Nebraska; N.C.C.

Barbara Brucker, Physical Therapy, B.S., 
University of Washington; M.Ed., University of 
Washington, Bothell; D.P.T., Rocky Mountain 
University of Health Professions

Steven Brumbaugh, Biology, A.A.S., Pierce 
College; B.A., University of Puget Sound; 
M.S., Washington State University

Rick Brumfield, Vice President of Business 
Affairs, B.A., M.B.A., University of Washington

Catherine Cantrell, Basic Skills, B.A., 
University of Oregon; M.Ed., Seattle University

Deborah Casey-Powell, Vice President 
of Student Services, A.S., B.S. AnnaMaria 
College; M.S., C.A.G.S., Springfield College; 
Ph.D., Florida Atlantic University

Alan Carter, Information Technology, 
A.A.S., Community College of the Air Force; 
A.A., B.A., Saint Leo University; B.S., Troy 
State University; M.S., Capella University

Pat Carter, Accounting, B.S., M.B.A. City 
University; Accounting; CPA

Dani Chang, Director of Student Services, 
Leadership & Involvement, A.A., Green 
River Community College; B.A. Western 
Washington University; M.Ed., University of 
Washington

Keith Clay, Physics, B.S., The Evergreen 
State College; M.S., Ph.D., University of 
Washington

Teresa Collins, Controller, B.S., Central 
Washington University

George Comollo, Aviation, A.S., Broward 
Community College; Professional Pilot, 
Houston Community College; Aircraft 
Dispatcher, Sheffield School of Aeronautics

Sue Critchlow, Chemistry, B.S., Pacific 
Lutheran University; Ph.D., Iowa State 
University

Jack Danielson, Welding, Certificate, Green 
River Community College

Susan Davis, Accounting, B.A., M.A., 
University of Washington; M.B.A., Golden 
Gate University; CPA

Katy Dichter, Reference and Instruction 
Librarian, B.A., Northwestern University; 
M.L.I.S., University of Washington

Rainer Dirks, German, B.A., Westmont 
College; M.A., Stanford University

Anne Dolan, Basic Skills, B.A., University 
of Northern Colorado; M.Ed., Seattle 
University

Catherine Duva, English as a Second 
Language, B.A., Wayne State University; 
M.A., Eastern Michigan University

Mary Edington, Director of Financial Aid, 
B.A., University of Washington; M.A., 
Seattle University

Kelly Eisenhour, Music, B.M., Berklee 
College of Music; M.M., University of Utah



188 Reference

Eileen Ely, President, A.A.S., I.T.T. Technical 
Institute; B.S., Southern Illinois University; 
M.S., Iowa State University; Ph.D., University 
of Texas at Austin

Erin Fernandez Mommer, Spanish, B.A., 
M.A., University of Northern Iowa

Richard Ferro, Anthropology and Ethnic 
Studies, B.A., The Evergreen State College; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Washington

Robert Filson, Geology, B.S., M.S., Colorado 
State University; Ph.D., University of 
Washington

Marisela Fleites-Lear, Spanish, B.A., 
University of Havana; M.A., Ph.D., University 
of Washington

Krista Fox, Dean of Professional/Technical 
and Workforce Education, B.A., University of 
Washington; M.P.A, University of Washington

George Frasier, Executive Director of 
Development/Foundation, B.S., Washington 
State University

Hank Galmish, English, B.A., Carroll College; 
M.A., Catholic University; M.A., University of 
Colorado

Josh Gerstman, Director of Development, 
B.A., University of Michigan; M.A., Wayne 
State University

Crystal Gilliland, Dean of Transfer 
Education, B.A., Trinity University; M.S., 
Oregon State University

Jessica Gilmore, Director of Student 
Services and Access, B.A., Central 
Washington University, M.Ed. University of 
Washington

Gus Gomez, Information Technology, 
B.S.C.H.E., Catholic University of Puerto 
Rico; M.S., University of Maryland

Laura Griep, Dean of Instruction for 
Language, Academic Skills, and Wellness, 
B.A., Boston University; M.A. TESOL, 
Salisbury University

Donnie Hallstone, Mathematics, B.S., 
University of San Francisco; M.A., San 
Francisco State University

Joyce Hammer, Dean of Transfer Education, 
B.A., M.Ed., University of Washington

Noel Hepler, Occupational Therapy, A.A., 
Highline Community College; B.S., University 
of Puget Sound; M.S., San Jose State 
University

Kai Hibbeln, Program Director, IESL, B.A., 
B.A.H., Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario; 
Diplome, Universite de Paris, Sorbonne, 
M.A., University of Hawaii at Manoa; 
IMMESCP-EAP, Paris, France; M.B.A., Purdue 
University

Jennifer “Jaeney” Hoene, English, B.A., 
Albertson College of Idaho; M.A., University 
of Idaho

Karl Hoffman, Automotive Technology, A.A., 
Clark College; B.A., Western Washington 
University; Journeyman Auto Technician; ASE 
Master Technician

Lesley Hogan, Vice President of Human 
Resources, B.A., University of Washington, 
SPHR

Diana Holz, Family Studies and Early 
Childhood Education, A.A., Green River 
Community College; B.A., The Evergreen 
State College; M.A., Seattle University

Richard Hopkins, Natural Resources, B.S., 
University of Washington; M.B.A., City 
University

Kathryn Hoppe, Geology and Oceanography, 
B.A., Washington University in St. Louis; 
M.A., University of Washington; Ph.D. 
Princeton University

Louise Hull, Sociology, B.A., Pacific Lutheran 
University; M.A., University of Washington

Sabah Jabbouri, GIS Instructor, GIS 
Certificate, Green River Community College; 
B.S., Mosul University, Mosul, Iraq; M.S., 
Utah State University; Ph.D., University of 
Washington

Phil Ray Jack, English, B.A., Adams State 
College; M.A., Eastern New Mexico University

Tom Jackson, Physical Education and 
Wellness, A.A., Green River Community 
College; B.S. Seattle Pacific University; M.S., 
University of Montana

Marianne Jacobs, Anthropology, B.A., Ph.D., 
University of Washington; R.N., St. Joseph 
Hospital School of Nursing

Lloyd Jansen, Political Science, B.A., 
California State University; M.A., Ph.D., 
University of Washington

Ross Jennings, Associate Vice President of 
International Programs, B.A., University of 
California-Santa Barbara; M.Ed., Stanford 
University; M.A., University of Washington; 
M.B.A., University of Oklahoma

Jean Jewell, English as a Second Language, 
B.A., University of Washington; M.A.T., 
School for International Training (SIT)

Sandra Johanson, Philosophy, B.A., 
Westmont College; M.A., University of 
Washington

Brad Johnson, English, B.S., Florida State 
University; M.Ed., University of Minnesota

Robert Jonas, Mathematics, B.A.E., 
Pacific Lutheran University; M.S., Western 
Washington University

Kate Katims, Communication Studies, 
B.A., University of California-Santa Barbara; 
M.A.T., Whitworth College

Mike Kenyon, Mathematics, B.S., B.A., 
Michigan State University; M.S., Florida State 
University

Leslie Kessler, Early Childhood Education 
and Parent-Child Education, B.S., Montana 
State University; M.A., City University; M.A., 
Argosy University

Steve Kinholt, Mathematics, B.S., Northern 
Montana College; M.S., University of Oregon; 
Ed.D., University of Washington

Kris Kissel, Mathematics, B.S., M.S., 
University of Pittsburgh; Ph.D., University of 
Washington

Devon Klein, Counseling, LMHC; B.A., Smith 
College; M.A., Assumption College

Deborah Knipschield, Director of Business 
Services, A.A., South Puget Sound 
Community College

John Knowlton, Journalism, B.A., 
University of Oregon; M.A., University of 
Missouri-Columbia

Shelley Leavens, Mathematics, B.A., Seattle 
Pacific University; M.Ed., University of 
Washington
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Aaron Leavitt, English as a Second 
Language, B.A., Western Washington 
University; M.Ed., Seattle University

Jennifer Lewis, Occupational Therapy, A.A., 
Clark Community College; B.S., University 
Puget Sound; M.A., City University

Elizabeth Longo, Intensive English as 
a Second Language, B.A., University of 
Durham, England; M.A., University of 
Birmingham, England

Kathleen Loucks, Communication Studies, 
B.A., M.A., Colorado State University; Ph.D., 
University of Washington

Walter Lowe, English, B.A., University of 
Washington; M.A., Buffalo State College; 
M.R.E., Unification Seminary

Wendy Lundquist, Chemistry, B.S., 
University of Washington; M.S., Cornell 
University; M.B.A., University of Phoenix

Steve Lynch, High School Completion, Adult 
Basic Education, B.A., College of Wooster; 
M.Ed., Pacific Lutheran University

Marjorie MacKenzie, Reference and 
Instruction Librarian, B.A., University 
of Washington; M. Libn., University of 
Washington

Ken Marr, Biology and Chemistry, A.A., 
DeAnza Community College; B.A., M.A., 
University of California-Santa Barbara

Jerry Marshall, Psychology and  e-Learning, 
B.S., University of Pittsburgh; Ph.D., 
University of Texas

Michelle Marshman, History, B.A., Seattle 
Pacific University; Ph.D., University of 
California, Riverside

Glen Martin, Carpentry Technology, A.A., 
A.A.S., Green River Community College; 
B.A.Ed., Central Washington University; 
Experienced Carpenter

Joanne Martin, Director of Student Services 
& Retention Programs, B.S., California 
Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo; 
M.A., Seattle University

Tonya McCabe, Business Education, A.A.S., 
Wenatchee Valley College; B.A. University of 
Washington; M.A. Gonzaga University

Jeff McCauley, Engineering, B.S.M.E., 
University of Kansas; M.S.M.E., Naval Post 
Graduate School

Tim McDaniel, Intensive English as a Second 
Language, B.A., University of Washington; 
M.A., University of Washington

Heather McGeachy, Fine Arts, B.B.A., 
Northwood University; B.F.A., Kendall College 
of Art & Design; M.F.A., Washington State 
University

Sherry Anne McLean, Mathematics (1 year 
appointment 2010-2011), B.A., M.A., Brigham 
Young University

Elizabeth McKinney, Counseling, B.A., 
Stanford University; M.S., Ph.D., University 
of Florida

Michael McVay, Biology, A.S., Big Bend 
Community College; B.S., M.S., Washington 
State University; Ph.D., University of 
Kentucky

Mariena Mears, Nursing, RNC, MSN 
University of Phoenix

Paul A. Metivier, Ceramics, A.A., Orange 
Coast Community College; B.F.A., California 
State University Long Beach; M.F.A., 
University of Washington

Lara Michaels, Mathematics, B.S., University 
of Utah; Ph.D., University of Texas-Austin

Mark Millbauer, Auto Body Technology, 
Certificate of Completion, Columbia Basin 
College; Journeyman Auto Body Technician; 
ASE Master Technician

Rita Miller, Nursing, A.A.S., Boise State 
University; B.A., California State University; 
B.S., M.S., Idaho State University; M.S., 
University of Southern California; Ph. D., 
University of Idaho

Rochelle Mitchell, Mathematics, B.A., St. 
Martin’s College; M.S., Western Washington 
University

Julie Moore, English, B.A., University of 
Puget Sound; M.A., Western Washington 
University; Graduate Certificate in Community 
and Technical College Teaching, Western 
Washington University

Leslie Moore, Dean for Branch Campuses 
and Continuing Education, B.A., Alma 
College; M.Ed., University of Puget Sound

Laura Moore-Mueller, Mathematics, B.S., 
University of Puget Sound; M.S., Oregon 
State University

Michael Moreno, English, B.A., St. Mary’s 
College of California; M.A. San Francisco 
State University; M.A., Ph.D., University of 
California Riverside

Camella Morgan, Executive Director of 
Information Technology

Jay Mueller, Chemistry, B.A., The Catholic 
University of America; Ph.D., Rice University

Dave Mullet, Anatomy and Physiology, B.A., 
University of Washington

Ajay Narayanan, Physics, B.S., M.S., 
University of Bombay; Ph.D., University of 
Arizona

Patrick Navin, Photography, B.A., University 
of Wisconsin-Green Bay; M.A., M.F.A., 
University of Iowa

David Nelson, Mathematics, B.S., 
Washington State University; M.S., Western 
Washington University

Eric Nelson, English, B.A., Iowa State 
University; B.F.A., University of Washington; 
M.A., University of Texas-Austin

Jennifer Nyblod, Occupational Therapy, B.S., 
University of Washington; M.Ed., Springfield 
College

Gary Oliveira, Art, B.F.A., University of 
Dayton; M.F.A., Massachusetts College of Art

Donette Parry, Physical Therapy, A.A., 
Spokane Falls Community College; A.A.S., 
Green River Community College; B.A., 
University of Washington

Gary Peitsch, Intensive English as a Second 
Language, B.A., University of Michigan; M.A., 
Eastern Michigan University

Diane Pelletier, Anatomy and Physiology, 
B.A., Vanderbilt University; Ph.D., University 
of Arizona

Carol Perdue, Reading, Study Skills, 
B.S., Washington State University; M.Ed., 
Washington State University
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Jeff Perlot, Business Education, B.A., 
University of Washington; M.B.A. California 
State University, Dominguez Hills

Frank Primiani, Business Law, B.S., 
University of Washington; J.D., Seattle 
University, School of Law

Victor Rafanelli, Transportation, B.A., Seattle 
University; M.B.A., Golden Gate University

John Ramsey, Executive Director of Public 
Information, B.A., Central Washington 
University

Lori Rapozo, Computer Reporting 
Technologies, A.A.A., Green River Community 
College; CCR; RPR; Certificate of Proficiency 
In Court Reporting; CRI, RMR-WKT

Pam Reising, Mathematics, B.S., M.A., Ohio 
State University

Ron Riley, Criminal Justice, B.A., University 
of Puget Sound; M.A., Boston University

Harry Rosemond, Reading, Study Skills, 
B.A., University of Denver; M.A., California 
State University-Los Angeles

Amanda Schaefer, English, B.A., University 
of California-Irvine; M.A., University of Notre 
Dame

Tim Scharks, Geography, B.S. University of 
Alaska, Fairbanks; M.S. Western Washington 
University

Scott Schreiber, Welding, Journeyman 
Welder; W.A.B.O. Certified

Kindra Schuller, Information Technology, 
B.A., Baker University 

Curt Scott, Aviation, B.S., University of 
Oregon; M.A., University of Northern 
Colorado; M.B.A., Marymount University; 
Graduate, U.S. Air Force Air War College

William Scott, Communication Studies, B.A., 
M.A., California State University, Los Angeles

Felix Serna, Design Drafting Technology, 
A.A., Pierce College; A.A., Mt. San Antonio 
City College; Graduate Certificates, Clover 
Park Vocational-Technical Institute, U.S. Air 
Force

Julia Short, R.N., Nursing, Diploma, St. 
Francis School of Nursing; A.A., Green River 
Community College; B.S.N., Seattle Pacific 
University; M.P.A., Seattle University

Lea Ann Simpson, Business Education, B.S., 
M.S., University of Idaho

Mary Jane Sherwood, Criminal Justice, B.A., 
M.A., University of Washington; J.D. Seattle 
University

Marcie Sims, English, B.A., California State 
Polytechnic University; M.A., San Diego State 
University

Robert Sjogren, Natural Resources, A.A.S., 
Green River Community College; B.S., The 
Evergreen State College

Julie Slettvet, Business Education, B.A., 
Fifth Year of Teacher Education, University of 
Washington

Cindy Small, Fine Arts, B.S., Illinois State 
University; M.F.A., Southern Illinois University

Chitra Solomonson, Physics, B.S., University 
of Madras, India; M.S. Indian Institute of 
Technology, Madras, India; Ph.D., Louisiana 
State University

Danyl Sorensen, Automotive Technology, 
A.S., Rogue Community College; A.S.E. 
Master Technician

Renate Sorg, Intensive English as a Second 
Language, B.A., Pacific Lutheran University; 
M.A., American University

Wendy Stewart, Dean of International 
Programs, B.A., University of Puget Sound; 
M.A., Monash University, Australia

Jae Suk, Engineering, B.S. Kyung-Hee 
University; M.S. and Ph.D. University of 
Washington

Tom Tagliente, Machine Technology, B.A., 
LaSalle University; M.A., Old Dominion 
University

Mark Thomason, History, B.A., University 
of Washington; M.A., New Mexico State 
University; Ph.D. Candidate, Texas Christian 
University

Lisa Trujillo, Basic Skills and Reading, B.A., 
M.A.T., The Evergreen State College

Lori Vail, English, A.A., Olympic College; 
B.A., Washington State University; M.A., 
Vermont College

Jamie Vandette, Anatomy and Physiology/
Biology, B.S., Central Washington University; 
M.S., Ohio State University

Roland Vieira, Anatomy and Physiology, 
B.A., University of California-Santa Barbara; 
M.S., California State University, Hayward

Terry Waagan, Drafting, A.A.S., Bates 
Technical College

Christopher Ward, Aviation, B.A., University 
of Washington; FAA Airline Transport Pilot 
Certificate; FAA Ground Instructor Certificate; 
FAA Flight Engineer Certificate; FAA Flight 
Instructor Certificate;

Tom Weisweaver, Director of Facilities, B.S., 
Purdue University; M.A., Chapman University

Sidney Weldele-Wallace, Computer 
Reporting Technologies, A.A.A., Green River 
Community College; Certificate of Proficiency 
In Court Reporting, CRI CPE

Catherine Wells, Dean of Transfer Education, 
B.A., University of Michigan; M.A., Eastern 
Michigan University; J.D., Michigan State 
University

Jamie Wells, Director of South King County 
Tech. Prep. Consortium, A.A., Highline 
Community College; B.A., Washington State 
University; M.A., Gonzaga University

Carhious Wilturner, Psychology, B.A., 
San Francisco State College; M.A., Pacific 
Lutheran University; Ph.D., University of 
Washington; Licensed Psychologist

Lenard Wynn-Summers, Sociology, B.A., 
B.S., Xavier University; M.A., Bowling Green 
State University 
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Glossary

Academic – Pertaining to a liberal arts program 
of study, as opposed to a professional or 
technical program. Term used with degree, 
program, or course.

Academic calendar – A two-year calendar 
indicating quarter start and end dates, holidays 
to be observed by GRCC campuses, and other 
non–class days.

Academic certificate – Awarded for recognition 
of accomplishment in an academic program. 

Academic standards – College policy that 
requires students to maintain a minimum grade 
point average of 2.0.

Advisor – The faculty member, administrator, 
or Career and Advising Center staff person who 
helps you in the advising process.

Application – The process of applying for 
admission to the college or to a specific 
program of study; also the form you fill out to 
apply.

Articulation agreement – An agreement 
between the college and certain high schools or 
other colleges by which specific courses taken 
at one institution are allowed for automatic 
credit at the other institution.

Associate Development (AD) – A degree 
designed for students to plan their educational 
program with self-direction and development 
without specific requirements in subject areas.

Associate in Applied Arts (AAA) – A degree 
designed for students in professional/technical 
programs, generally in business and business-
related fields.

Associate in Applied Science (AAS) – A degree 
designed for students in professional/technical 
programs, generally in health sciences, 
technical, and trades subjects.

Associate in Applied Science–Transfer (AAS-T) 
– A degree for technical courses required for job 
preparation and includes college-level general 
education requirements.

Associate in Arts (AA-DTA) – Liberal arts 
degree fulfilling the general requirements taken 
by college freshmen and sophomores. Students 
must complete 90 quarter credits in courses 
numbered 100 or above and meet specific 
distribution requirements.

Associate in Business (AB-DTA/MRP) – A 
degree for students pursuing a career in the 
field of business.

Associate in Elementary Education (AEE-DTA) 
– A degree intended for all future elementary 
teachers.

Associate in Fine Arts (Art) (AFA-DTA) –  
A degree for students pursuing a degree in fine 
arts specializing in art or photography.

Associate in Math Education (AM-DTA/MRP) –  
A degree for students who plan to transfer to a 
four-year college or university at a junior level to 
a Bachelors of Science in Nursing Program.

Associate in Pre-Nursing (A-PreN-DTA/MRP) – 
A degree for students who plan to transfer to a 
four-year college or university at a junior level to 
a Bachelors of Science in Nursing.

Associate in Science–Transfer (Option 1)  
(AS-Opt 1) – A degree for students interested 
in Biology, Environmental Science, Chemistry, 
Geology, and Earth Science.

Associate in Science–Transfer (Option 2)  
(AS-Opt 2) – A degree for students interested in 
Engineering, Engineering Technology, Computer 
Science, Physics, and Atmospheric Science.

Audit – Taking a class for information only and 
not for credit or a grade.

Bachelor’s or Baccalaureate – A degree 
awarded by four-year colleges and universities 
to students who have completed a specified 
course of study.

Certificate of Completion (Cert) – Awarded in 
some professional/technical programs. These 
certificates usually do not include courses 
outside the major subject.

Certificate of Proficiency (Cert-P) – Awarded 
for the successful completion of a specific 
short-term program of study in a professional/
technical field where course work is 44 credits 
or less, and generally does not include “Related 
Instruction” requirements.

College-Level Examination Program 
(CLEP) – Knowledge in specific areas gained 
through informal learning that is assessed by 
examination for traditional credit.

COMPASS – A computerized assessment 
for course placement of enrolling students 
that identifies a student’s skill levels in math, 
reading, and writing. This is not a test that 
can be passed or failed. One’s “score” on each 
section of the assessment (reading, writing, and 
math) simply indicates the appropriate starting 
point for each student. 

Concurrent enrollment – Enrollment in two or 
more linked classes.

Continuing Education – Courses, seminars 
or workshops, usually non-credit, that do not 
apply to degrees but are taken for personal 
enrichment, professional development, or 
general knowledge.

Co–op fee – An extra charge, in addition to 
tuition, required for certain courses to cover lab 
supplies, equipment, computer use, etc. 

Course – A single subject of study taken for 
one quarter or other specified period of time. 
Sometimes referred to as a class.

Course abbreviation – A shortened version of 
the name of a department; for example, ENGL 
for “English.” 

Course number – The number used with the 
course abbreviation to refer to a specific course; 
for example, “ENGL& 101.”

Course title – The descriptive name of a specific 
course; for example, “English Composition I” is 
the course title for ENGL& 101.

Credit or credit hour – The unit of measurement 
for the amount of work and/or time required for 
a course. A five-credit class will usually meet 
five hours a week. Also known as quarter hour.

Credit by exam – An alternative method by 
which you may complete credits to earn a 
particular degree or certificate.

Credit load – The total number of credit hours 
you enroll in for a quarter.

Curriculum – A set of courses constituting an 
area of specialization.

Degree – Awarded for the successful 
completion of a specific program of study.

Degree audit – Online service available on the 
college Web site to assist students in evaluating 
courses toward their degree or certificate goals.

Department – A specific area of study in which 
the college offers classes. Also, the group of 
faculty who teach that subject.

Distribution – Each degree requires completion 
of course work in specific learning areas: arts 
and humanities, science and mathematics, 
and social and behavioral sciences. These 
requirements provide students with a broad 
exposure to the humanities and sciences. To 
fulfill the requirements, students may choose 
from a wide variety of subject fields within each 
learning area. 

Diploma – Awarded for successful completion 
of high school.

Drop a course – Withdrawal from a course by 
the deadline published in the quarterly class 
schedule.
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Direct Transfer Agreement (DTA) – The Direct 
Transfer Agreement assures the transfer of 
credit, but not automatic admission (since 
each institution has separate admission criteria 
which are based on grades, test scores and 
other considerations) to a college or university 
with which Green River has such an agreement. 
Essentially, transfer agreements ensure that 
a student who completes an Associate of 
Arts degree at a community college will have 
satisfied all or most of the basic (i.e. general 
education or core) requirements at the various 
four-year institutions. 

Elective – A course you choose to take which is 
not a core or required course for your particular 
program.

Emphasis – Concentrated study in a specialized 
area within a professional/technical or academic 
program of study.

Entry Codes – Instructor permission codes that 
allow a student entry into a particular course or 
course section.

ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) –  
A program designed specifically for those 
needing to further develop their English reading, 
writing, and speaking skills.

Full–time student – A student who is enrolled 
for 12 or more credits. 

General Educational Development (GED) – A 
program for adults who have not graduated 
from high school and want to earn a certificate 
of high school equivalency.

General Education Requirements (GER) – A 
range of courses distributed across various 
academic areas, required for the AS-T and 
other degrees, in order to develop breadth of 
knowledge outside the major field. Sometimes 
referred to as distribution requirements 
or core requirements, a.k.a. GUR, General 
Undergraduate Requirements.

Grade points – The number obtained by 
multiplying the numerical value of the grade 
you receive for a course by the number of credit 
hours earned in that course. For example, if you 
earn a 3.3 grade in a 5–credit course you earn 
16.5 grade points for that course.

Grade point average (GPA) – The number 
obtained by dividing total grade points earned 
by total credit hours attempted in a quarter. 
Your cumulative grade point average is obtained 
by dividing total grade points on your record by 
total hours you have attempted.

Independent study – A course of study on a 
topic of interest to a student, designed with 
the help of an instructor and supervised by an 
instructor, and undertaken with departmental 
approval.

Major – The subject area in which you choose 
to specialize. 

Major Related Program (MRP) – A degree 
designed for students planning to transfer 
directly into a specific major at a baccalaureate 
institution.

Non-resident student – A student who has not 
lived in the State of Washington for at least one 
year before the initial quarter of study. See also 
Resident student.

Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities – The regional association through 
which Green River Community College is 
accredited.

Part–time student – A student registered 
for fewer than 12 credits. See also Full–time 
student. 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) – A 
randomly assigned six-digit number required for 
a student to access their records on the Web. 
Students may change their PIN number online 
(through Online Services).

Phi Theta Kappa – The international honor 
society for two–year colleges. Its purpose is to 
recognize and encourage scholarship among 
students attending two–year colleges.

Pre-professional program – A program 
designed to fulfill part of the requirements 
leading to study in a professional program or 
school.

Prerequisite – A requirement that must be met 
before you enroll in a particular course, usually 
a test score or completion of another course.

Professional/Technical – A program of study 
intended to prepare you for employment in a 
certain field rather than for transfer to a four–
year college or university. Used to describe a 
degree, program, or course. Also referred to as 
vocational.

Program of study – A group of courses leading 
to a particular degree or certificate.

Quarter – The designation for a school term, 
lasting approximately 11 weeks (8 weeks for 
summer).

Related instruction – A range of courses 
distributed across various areas, required for 
a professional/technical degree in order to 
develop breadth of knowledge outside the major 
field.

Residence requirement – Credits required by 
a college in order to fulfill degree requirements, 
which cannot be transferred in from another 
institution. At GRCC, 25 of the final 45 credits 
must be taken in residence.

Resident student – A student who has lived in 
the State of Washington for at least one year 
immediately prior to the first day of instruction 
for a quarter.

Section – A specific class with its own unique 
days, hours, location and instructor. A number 
of sections of a certain course may be offered 
during a quarter, with different days, times, 
locations and instructors.

Special Topics – A course offering on a special 
topic of interest to students.

Student Identification Number – A unique 
number assigned to a student for tracking, 
data entry, identification, transcripts, and for 
conducting other college business.

Student Learning Outcomes – The knowledge, 
skills, abilities or attitudes that students have 
attained by the end of any set of college 
experiences—courses, programs, degrees and 
certificates or encounters with college services. 
Articulates the major goals of each experience, 
requires higher-level thinking skills and usually 
results in a product that can be evaluated.

Study Day – The day preceding the finals 
testing schedule to be used for study, reading, 
individual meetings with faculty, study groups 
or other activities that will better prepare the 
student for their final course assessments. 
Study day applies to day classes only and night 
classes will meet during their normal time 
period.

Technology Fee – A quarterly fee charged to 
students to support computer-based resources 
and services available to all students in 
the Holman Library and the open lab in the 
Technology building.

TOEFL – Test of English as a Foreign 
Language—a compulsory test for students 
wanting to study in U.S. colleges and 
universities.

Transcript evaluation – An official 
determination as to which courses taken at 
another college will be allowed for credit at 
GRCC. Also, the determination by a four-year 
college as to which of your GRCC courses will 
be allowed for credit at that institution.

Transfer credits – Credits earned at one college 
that are accepted toward a degree at another 
college.

Transfer degree – A degree intended to parallel 
the first two years of a bachelor’s degree 
program. 

Withdrawal from the college – Officially 
dropping all courses for which you are enrolled 
for a particular quarter. See Drop a Course.
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